
 

 

 
 

Issue Overview 
The teen years are some of the most pivotal for a person’s future success. During 

this time, youth are trying to figure out who they are, while also dreaming of who 

they’ll become. We know that for youth to thrive they need stability, support, and 

encouragement from people they can trust. Unfortunately, for many youth in our 

community, this security is hard to find. On any given night in the metro area, 

more than 2,800 youth–hoping to realize their full potential–find themselves 

without a stable home and necessary emotional support. 

 

Greater Twin Cities United Way is committed to helping homeless youth navigate 
this tumultuous period of their lives by supporting programs that provide: 

 safe shelter for youth and support their transition to stable housing 

 basic necessities such as clothing and food 
 crisis counseling and support groups 

 assistance to stay in school or secure employment 
 and much more 

 
Your investment in Safe Spaces. Stable Lives. goes directly to organizations that 
help homeless youth find safe spaces while also supporting their basic needs and 
access to ongoing education. This assistance saves lives, acting as a catalyst for 
change that ultimately gives homeless youth the security they need to plan for the 

future they’re determined to lead. 
 
 

Statistics on Youth Homelessness 
 Children and youth make up almost one-half of the total homeless population 

in Minnesota. 
 Unaccompanied youth are the most difficult homeless population to serve 

because they have fewer shelter options than adults and tend to avoid formal 
services. 

 Youth homelessness disproportionately affects youth of color – 70% of 
homeless youth in the state of Minnesota and 82% of homeless youth in the 
metro area are youth of color. 



 

 

 60% of homeless youth have a parent who has been incarcerated. 

 29% of homeless youth are parents, and 1 in 5 has at least one child with 
them. 

 An estimated 40% of homeless youth identify as LGBTQ, yet only a few of 
the shelter beds allocated for youth are LGBTQ-specific. 

 
 

How United Way Creates Opportunity 
As an Influencer – United Way’s work with the Heading Home Minnesota Funders 
coalition helps influence the state-wide plan to help homelessness and its work 
with Hennepin County helps to inform and influence the county’s plan to end 
homelessness. Because United Way maintains such a close relationship with youth 
providers, it is able to take what providers have learned on the ground and 

advocate for best practices. In addition, United Way is working to develop an 
LGBTQ funder’s coalition to better address the unique needs of LGBTQ homeless 

youth. 

 
As a Funder – As a funder United Way support traditional and innovative programs 
that provide a continuum of services including street intervention, shelter and 
supportive/transitional housing. United Way is also one of the largest funders to 

LGBTQ-specific youth homelessness programming in the state. 
 
 

 

 


